A Walk Down Fourth Street 


At its peak the mill employed 3000 workers with 18 paper machines. It currently has 300 
employees and two machines. Once there was a converting plant, a printing department, a bag 
factory, a steam plant, wood mill and other departments. They made typing, tissue, craft, toilet 
paper, fruit wrap, toweling and other products. The number 5 machine started production in 1907 
and was retired in 2004. During WWII the mill produced rudders for Liberty Ships that were 
being constructed at the Kaiser Ship Yard in Vancouver. It was required that all women wear 
uniforms while working in the mill. There were two styles and Farrell’s was the only outlet for 
the uniforms. The uniforms were royal blue with white collars and white cuffs, one being a peter 
pan collar and the other being a shirt collar. 


Perfection Twin Factory 

This Twin Factory was on the corner of Fourth and Adams. It was started in 1938. 
McMaster had the first General Store there. Aneas McMaster, his son took over and ran it with 
Allen Duffin as partners. The building had an upstairs and Dr. McMackin had his office there, 
plus there were a few apartments. The Perfection Twin moved a few times to accommodate the 
mill expansion. The building was finally torn down to make room for the mill offices. Those 
offices are still at that location today. 


Headed East on the south side of 4" street 

Mark and Al’s, McKeaver’s Barber Shop, Camas Coffee, Greens Café, Cowan’s 
Cigar Store, Riback’s Furniture, Cleaners, Dara McNeice Costume Shop, Gary’s Barber 
Shop, Schwary’s Grocery and Meat, McMillans Men’s Store, Book Store, Johnsons Jewelry, 
Bakery etc. 


Farr Building 

Built in 1934 by W.E. Farr and his brother C.E. Farr who came to Camas in 1910. They 
started The Farr Brother’s Clothing Company in 1912. The new building was constructed with 
an upstairs where there was a dentist and a beauty shop. The beauty shop was owned by Max 
and Eddie McGill and I had the pleasure to work for them after I finished high school. 


Moving east there was a two story building made of wood. There were rooms to rent 
upstairs and down stairs there were businesses. I remember the building as Penny’s. Early on it 
had the office upstairs and the retail portion down below. The clerk would write up a ticket and 
put the ticket in a metal container attached to an overhead wire. The clerk would give a jerk on 
the wire and the container would travel up the wire to the office where the sales ticket was 
reviewed and change was inserted into the container. Then the container was allowed to travel 
back down the wire to the sales associate and the customer. I remember Mr. Bolton was the 
manager and my oldest brother worked for him years ago. 
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